ON  THE  KNEES  OF THE  GODS

virile peoples of these parts, at any moment are like to
create a problem of serious import to the present security
and prospect of the country.

Harking back to pre-war years, Russia can scarcely
avoid criticism. Nor can Great Britain, although she at
least washed her hands in public. Russia resorted to all
manner of methods to gain undue influence. Some of
her ways were dubious to say the least of it. She financed
the Shah for her own ends, and openly corrupted his court.
An example of her method came to light when two
Georgians assassinated a Cabinet Minister in Teheran.
Russia refused trial in the Persian courts.

Great wars still have their origin in or because of small
states.

Iran is a buffer between Russia and India. Were
Russia to thrust a wedge into the Persian Gulf, she would
not only have access to India, but to a warm sea.

An ancient boast of Persia was that her boundaries
were neither rivers nor imaginary lines, but seas and
impregnable mountains. Although true of the past,
the advent of the air has dispelled false security on
that score. Trade forces Iran to accede to external
influence, however much she may wish otherwise. The key
lies with the U.S.S.R., which absorbs nearly half her export
trade. Who can forsake their daily bread and scrape?

The influence of Communism, however unconscious,
upon the Iranian peasantry, may be considered negligible.
The reason is not far to seek. Under the system whereby
they are ruled, with little voice in their government, the
peasants cannot be whipped into action save by the Shah
himself. Because of the complete absence of the vox populi^
were Russia to dominate the Shah, she would be able to
overrun Iran with little difficulty; but if Japan gains
a firmer foothold on the mainland, she and Russia may
have a few words to say to. each other over the bodies lying
between them.
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